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SUBJ: NARCOTICS CONTROL PROGRAM: MEETING WITH COL TIN 00 AND COL 
AUNG HTAY 

REF: (A) RANGOON 2712 (B) STATE 217486 

1 . IN MY MEETING WITH COLONELS TIN 00 AND AUNG HTAY SEPTEMBER 23 
(REF A), WE DISCUSSED VARIOUS ASPECTS OP THE NARCOTICS CONTROL 
PACKAGE WHICH THE DEPARTMENT RAISED IN REP B. 

2. P-27 A POSITIVE RESPONSE TO OUR NOTE (PARA 8, REP B) REQUESTING 
EXTENSION TO THE USG-GUB ACCORD ON COMMODITIES TO INCLUDE THE 
P-27 AND THE NIGHT VISION DEVICES WILL BE PORTHCOMING SHORTLY. ON 
THE QUESTION OP THE P-27 SEATING CONFIGURATION, COL TIN OO REIT- 
ERATED POSITION THAT NORMAL PASSENGER SEATING IS PREPERABLE TO 
TROOP CONPIGURATION. HE CONFIRMED THAT BASIC MISSION OP AIRCRAPT 

15 COMMAND AND CONTROL RATHER THAN TROOP TRANSPORTATION AND IS TO 
BE USED AS COMMUNICATION AND OBSERVATION VEHICLE POR BURMA ARMY TO 
COORDINATE AND DIRECT ANTI-NARCOTICS OPERATIONS SUCH AS THAT 
CURRENTLY UNDER WAY. HE CITED AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE NEED FOR THE 

P-27 THE PACT THAT THE EASTERN COMMAND COMMANDER WHO IS HEADQUAR- 
TERED IN TAUNGGYI HAD TO MOVE HIS HEADQUARTERS TO NAM SANG TO 
DIRECT THE CURRENT CAMPAIGN. WITH THE P-27 HE COULD DIRECT THE 
OPERATIONS IN A TIMELY PASHION OUT OF TAUNGGYI USING A MOBILE 
COMMAND CENTER. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT TROOP CONFIGURATION 
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OPERATIONS WHERE AN F-27 COULD LAND. WE ARE RATHER SURE THAT THE 
BURMA ARMY DOES INTEND TO USE THE AIRCRAFT PRIMARILY FOR THE 
MISSION DESCRIBED. 

3. NEXT HELICOPTER PACKAGE AND MIX: TIN 00 SAID THAT THE 
QUESTION OF THE NEXT SIX HELICOPTERS AND THEIR MIX IS CURRENTLY 
SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION WITHIN GUB AND NO DECISION REACHED AS YET. 
GUB FEELS THAT TECHNICAL CONSULTATIONS SUGGESTED PARA 7, REF B ARE 
PREMATURE AT THIS TIME. COMMENT: IN VIEW OF COL TIN OO'S EARLIER 
JUDGEMENT THAT VISIT OF MR. HALL WOULD BE "INAPPROPRIATE" WE CON- 
TINUE TO BELIEVE THAT ANOTHER EXPERT WOULD BE MORE SUITABLE WHEN 
BURMESE IN A POSITION TO CONSULT. 


4. HELICOPTER SPARES: COL AUNG HTAY SAID THAT AT PRESENT THERE IS 
NO PROBLEM WITH SPARES. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT HE HAD BEEN 

LED TO BELIEVE IN WASHINGTON THAT SOME ON-GOING USG SPARES SUPPORT 
BEYOND INITIAL PACKAGE MIGHT BE AVAILABLE. I MADE NO COMMITMENT 
BUT SAID THAT IF A SPARES PROBLEM AROSE WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING ABOUT IT. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT GUB HAS 
MADE A SPARES ARRANGEMENT WITH HELO ORIENT. BURMESE MAY BE WAITING 
FOR US TO BE FORTHCOMING IN VIEW OF AUNG HTAY'S COMMENT. 

5. DISPOSITION OF SEIZED OPIUM: TIN 00 SAID THAT COL AUNG HTAY 
HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS THE OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL OPIUM AND 
NARCOTICS SEIZED. CONFISCATED GOODS ARE TO BE TRANSFERRED ONLY TO 
THE ARMY RATHER THAN TO LOCAL PEOPLE'S COUNCILS, POLICE, ETC. 

OPIUM IS SENT TO BURMA PHARMECEUTICAL INDUSTRY (BPI) FOR PROCESSING 
INTO LEGAL CHANNELS. HOWEVER, IE SEIZURES EXCEED BPI NEEDS GUB 
MAY BE INTERESTED IN DISPOSITION ABROAD AND IS FAMILIAR WITH 
POSSIBILITY OF SALE TO US BUYERS. 

6. WE DID NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE SOME OF THE OTHER 
ISSUES DISCUSSED REF B SUCH AS ENGINE MODIEICATIONS BUT WILL DO 
SO AT TECHNICAL LEVEL. 

7. WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED STATE 226569 AND IN VIEW OE PARA 3, ABOVE, 
BELIEVE THAT CONSULTATION PREMATURE AT THIS TIME. 
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